The James Hutton Institute Centre for Sustainable Cropping – Project request form and instructions

New Project/User Approval Procedure
The CSC is a long-term platform supporting research projects on arable systems. We welcome your interest in the use of the site. Please read the following instructions to request use of fields, data and/or samples. 
1. Contact CSC co-ordinator (Cathy.Hawes@hutton.ac.uk) to discuss your proposed work and field/data/sample requirements from the CSC platform.

2. Complete and return the form below.
3. You will receive approval by email along with background information on the site, field layout, rotation, datasets etc.
4. Please keep the co-ordinator informed of progress with any funding applications, particularly where use of the CSC platform is referred to explicitly in project description. A nominal amount (2 day/year) of staff time should be costed to support the CSC contribution to your project. 

5. On your first site visit, you will be accompanied by a member of the CSC team who will show you the site layout and direct you to the relevant sample points. 

6. During the course of your project, please notify CSC@hutton.ac.uk prior to any site visit. This is essential in order to avoid clashes with field operations, to ensure site visits are conducted at the appropriate growth stages or around specific management events, and to co-ordinate field visits with other project teams. 

7. Please inform the co-ordinator of attendance at conferences or meetings, submission of peer reviewed publications, or generation of other materials (websites, reports etc). This is necessary for the KE database to demonstrate use of the platform to funding bodies. 
8. At the end of your project please submit:

· A copy of any final reports required for funding body, or in the absence of that, a summary of the results generated 

· Copies of any publications arising from the work

· Copies of data (or summaries) in spreadsheet form for inclusion in the data archive
By completing this form and becoming a user of/contributor to the CSC platform, you are agreeing to provide a summary of your project findings for our annual report and giving permission to store any data (or data summaries as appropriate) that you generate for archiving in the project database. Access to your data within this database will only be with your permission. In return, you will receive the right to access all other datasets contained within the database, with the relevant PIs permission and appropriate acknowledgement in resulting publications. 

The first journal paper (if any) produced from this work should involve the contribution of the site co-ordinator (Cathy Hawes) for text on the platform and any details of site design, management or layout. All subsequent papers, posters and talks should use the following acknowledgement:

The Centre for Sustainable Cropping platform is supported through Scottish Government Underpinning Capacity funding. The site is managed by Cathy Hawes with Euan Caldwell, David Young, Andrew Christie (crop management), Stuart Wale and Andy Steven (agronomy), Mark Young (data archiving), Gill Banks, Paul Neave and Linda Nell (field surveys).

A shortened version is available on request.
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